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{SMAHA SASHTHI
Thursday, 10th October 2024

+ 05:00 PM Maha Shasthi Puja

+ 06:00 PM Sandhya Arati

+ 07:00 PM Kirtan & Cultural Program
+ 08:00 PM Dinner

2024

e . GMAHA SAPTAMI
Durga Puja Friday, 11th October 2024

Schedule ¢ 09:00 AM Sankalpa, Chandipath, Maha Saptami Puja
¢+ 12:.00 PM Pushpanjali, Arati & Bhog
+(01:00 PM Lunch
+ 05:30 PM Sandhya Arati
+ 06:30 PM Cultural Program by Local Talents
+ (07:00 PM Dinner
+ 09:00 PM Sanchita & Saurav from Kolkata

BMAHA ASHTAMI
Saturday, 12th October 2024

¢+ 09:00 AM Maha Ashtami Puja

¢+ 11:30 AM Kumari Puja

+ 12:00 PM Pushpanjali, Arati & Bhog

+ (01:00 PM Lunch

+ 05:30 PM Sandhya Arati

+ 06:30 PM Cultural Program by Local Talents
+ 07:00 PM Dinner

£SMAHA NAVAMI & DASHAMI

Chief Priest Sunday, 13th October 2024

Dr. Bishnupada Goswami #08:30 AM Sandhi Puja
832-367-6646 + 10:00 AM Maha Navami Puja

¢+ 12:00 PM Pushpanjali, Arati & Bhog
+01:00 PM Homa

+01:30 PM Lunch

¢+ 02:30 PM Dashami Puja

+ 03:30 PM Sindoor Khela

¢ 05:30 PM Dinner (To Go)
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Prime Minister
MESSAGE

Pranaams at the Divine Feet of Maa Durga!

It is heartening to learn about Durga Puja celebrations — one of the most
important festivals of the Indian spiritual calendar. Heartiest greetings and best
wishes to all the organisers of Shiv Durga Krishna Kali Mandir on this sublime
occasion that marks Maa Durga’s victory over evil.

A tribute to the divine, resplendent form of Maa Durga, this festival brings about
an inner transformation in Her devotees, inspiring them to strengthen their innate
goodness and filling them with new energy. It binds people with the common
strand of devotion and spiritual emotion.

From Mahalaya to Bijoya Dashami, the celebrations showcase our glorious
culture and traditions. The grand festivities transform temples and streets into
vibrant hubs of activity, with artistically decorated pandals constructed on
different themes, beautifully sculpted idols of Maa Durga and music and dance
performances that keep the large audiences spellbound.

A symbol of social unity and coming together of communities, Durga Puja
inspires us to march ahead with unity, harmony and mutual respect. It is a festival
that celebrates Nari Shakti and conveys the power of women to achieve anything
that they set their mind to.

May Maa Durga inspire an inner awakening in each one of us, bringing peace,
hope and happiness. May She continue to shower Her blessings and grace
upon humanity.

By 1 *""/)

(Narendra Modi)

New Delhi

ST 05, 9T qeord 1946
27 September, 2024

Dr. Bishnupada Goswami

Chief Priest, Shiv Durga Krishna Kali Mandir
11119, Mellingshaw Lane

Richmond, Tx 77407

USA



Editorials
Partha Roy & Anushree Mukherjee

Dear Respected Seniors, Patrons, and Members of Our Community,

As we write this editorial letter, the entire Bengali community all over the world has been
immersed in the darkness of a shocking, ruthless, disgusting and heinous crime that took
place in a government hospital in Kolkata. The entire nation, irrespective of their caste,
creed, language, origin, profession and gender have united in a spontaneous and
organized reform movement, demanding justice for the victim’s family and adequate
safety at every workplace. There has been no right time for us at the SDKKM Puja
Committee to say that we are delighted to present to you the 2024 edition of Sharod Anjali
1431, the Pujo Magazine. But is it always the right time to pray to our almighty Goddess
Durga to shower her blessings on us so that we and our future generations can witness a
society of humanity and equality.

On this note, Sharod Anjali is our humble endeavor to encourage community members,
especially children, to express their thoughts, emotions, and creativity through writing,
painting, and other forms of art. This will help them to nurture their minds and souls,
enrich their thoughts and educate them with the best values of life to become a better
human being. This magazine serves as a platform to celebrate and share our culture and
ideas. We sincerely thank everyone who contributed to this year’s edition, as well as our
sponsors. We hope this magazine remains in your thoughts for the years to come.

We are honored to have received contributions from a diverse range of age groups and
genres. The submissions range from prose, poetry, painting, artwork, hand-crafts, and
many more, not only from Houstonians but from participants and enthusiasts as far as
from India.

We invite everyone to read the magazine and share any feedback that can help us improve
in the years to come. Hopefully by the time you read this edition, by the grace of Her
strength, compassion and power, all evils are destroyed and our society is rooted in all
noble intentions.

Wishing all our readers a very Happy Durga Puja and Kali Puja!
Sharod Shubhechchha O Abhinandan,
Partha Roy and Anushree Mukherjee (Shree)

Editors, Sharod Anjali 2024

Sharod Anjali - SDKKM Pujo 2024



Letter from the Puja Committee President
Shiva Durga Kali Krishna Mandir (SDKKM)

This year, with the blessings of Ma Durga, the Shiva Durga Kali Krishna Mandir (SDKKM)
Puja Committee is proudly organizing our second Sharod Utsav celebration and the
worship of Devi Durga. This milestone would not have been possible without the tireless
dedication and hard work of the SDKKM Puja Committee Members, Board Members,
Mandir Committee Members, Sub-committee Leads and Members, Volunteers, and the
invaluable guidance and blessings of our revered Chief Priest Dr. Bishnupada Goswami.
We extend our heartfelt thanks to Dr. Goswami for his exceptional service to our
community by conducting all the pujas, from which we receive spiritual upliftment and
divine blessings. | would also like to take this moment to express my deep gratitude to all
the SDKKM Founders, Patrons, Sponsors, Members, and Volunteers for your unwavering
support and trust.

We are currently in the process of building a small temple building for SDKKM, where our
community will soon be able to celebrate some of the pujas year-round. This year, with
the grace of Ma Durga, we have secured ISKCON’s Gauranga Hall as the venue for our
celebrations. The International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON), also known
colloquially as the Hare Krishna movement, is a Gaudiya Vaishnava Hindu religious
organization. ISKCON is a vibrant melting pot of Indian culture, creating bridges and
supporting the local community by providing resources, education, and services to
Houstonians. We are also deeply thankful to the authorities of ISKCON for their gracious
hospitality and cooperation.

The SDKKM Committee members and volunteers have worked diligently to organize this
year’s Durga Puja (October 10th-13th, 2024), a celebration of both religious devotion and
cultural festivities. Over these four days and nights, we will engage in various sacred rituals
and entertainment. Highlights include the offering of Pushpanjali with deep devotion by
Dr. Bishnupada Goswami, Sandhyarati, Mahalaya Agamoni Gaan—a collection of
devotional songs and slokas from Sri Chandi, the traditional Dhunuchi dance, and the
vibrant Sindoor Khela celebration. Additionally, we will feature performances by our
talented local artists, both adults and children, as well as renowned artists Sanchita
Bhattachariya and Sourav Das from Kolkata. Lunch and dinner will be served to all
devotees, graciously provided by Govinda’s at ISKCON.

The aim of the SDKKM Durga Puja celebration is to revive and cherish the nostalgic
feelings of Durga Puja, while also fostering a sense of community during this auspicious
occasion. Equally important is the need to introduce our rich traditions and culture to

Sharod Anjali - SDKKM Pujo 2024
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future generations through active participation and joyful celebration. We warmly invite
every family to come forward and participate in the festivities, including the preparation
of Bhog, to make this celebration personal and memorable to you.

As a non-profit organization, SDKKM relies entirely on voluntary contributions from
Patrons, Sponsors, Members, and Participants for its financial sustainability. | would like
to take this opportunity to kindly request that all attendees contribute generously so that
SDKKM can continue to thrive. Your donations toward the construction of our temple are
also greatly appreciated.

Let us all come together to pray to Ma Durga for a safe and peaceful celebration over
these four days.

Sincerely,
Ashok Santra
President, Puja Committee SDKKM -2024

o
=

Durga Pujo 2024 by SDKKM: A Grand Celebration

of Togetherness and Cultural Splendor

Tanya Bera
Cultural Secretary

As we usher in the much-anticipated Durga Puja of 2024, SDKKM invites you to join in a celebration
that transcends the ordinary. This year, we honor the theme of Togetherness, crafting a series of
cultural events that are both exquisite in their presentation and profound in their meaning. Our aim
is to not only celebrate our heritage but to create moments that unite us as a community, across
generations, talents, and traditions.

Equality Implies Individuality: "Amra Shobai Raja"

In keeping with the belief that every individual is unique, our event, Amra Shobai Raja (We are all
kings and queens), invites participants to embrace their royal selves. This artistic expression
underscores the idea that on our stage, everyone is celebrated for who they are, allowing each
person to shine while contributing to the collective brilliance of the event.

Sharod Anjali - SDKKM Pujo 2024
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A Tribute to Satyajit Ray: Where Melody Meets Mystery

We pay homage to the legendary Satyajit Ray, a maestro whose films have left an indelible mark on
Indian cinema. Through an evocative blend of live music and theater, we will revisit two of Ray's
masterpieces—Gupi Bagha r Gaan and the iconic Feluda series. This event, aptly titled Gaan & Gun,
promises to be a harmonious blend of music and mystery, where our children will not only perform
but discover the richness of Ray’s work, connecting them to their heritage in a way that is both
magical and meaningful.

Mahalaya Agomoni: A Symphony of Culture and Generations

Our Mahalaya Agomoni will be a breathtaking confluence of tradition and innovation. This year,
children will accompany the timeless Ma Durga songs with instruments they have learned in school,
symbolizing the passing of our cultural legacy to the next generation. This beautiful collaboration of
youth and tradition will serve as a reminder of the bonds that tie us together as we join hands,
welcoming the Goddess and embracing our extended family.

Honoring Abhaya: A Tribute to the Soul

Amidst the grandeur, we pause to remember and honor Abhaya with a poignant presentation. Her
memory reminds us of our collective responsibility—to not only celebrate life but to care for one
another with compassion and reverence. This homage will be a quiet yet profound moment of
reflection in an otherwise festive atmosphere.

Evenings of Enchantment: Power-Packed Performances

Prepare to be enthralled by an evening of live music that will bring the stage to life. International
guest artists will captivate the audience with a concert that promises to be both vibrant and soul-
stirring, unveiling the raw energy of unplugged music. This is more than a performance—it’s an
experience designed to leave you mesmerized.

Royal Elegance: Fashion and Culture

No celebration is complete without a nod to the timeless beauty of our heritage. Our fashion show
will be a visual feast where the richness of royalty meets the grace of tradition. With every garment
worn and every step taken, we celebrate the continuity of our culture, presented in its most elegant
form.

This year’s Durga Puja promises to be a resplendent celebration—one that not only honors our
traditions but also strengthens the ties of community and shared heritage. We invite you to partake
in this festival of joy, reflection, and above all, togetherness.

Together, let us create memories that will linger long after the final dhak beats have faded, and Ma
Durga returns to her celestial abode.

Sharod Anjali - SDKKM Pujo 2024
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SEVA

Leadership Team:
Riya Ghosal, Director; Utsab Ganguly, Director; Saloni Majumdar, Advising Director

Mentor Leaders:
Ashok Santra & Tania Ghosal

SEVA, SDKKM’S Emerging Volunteering Activities, is a coalition that aspires to build
foundational and core principles of community service in our youth members through
active engagement in the community, volunteering, and supporting each other in novel
activities. Our mission is to empower our young members of society through
implementing service and cultivating a generation of compassionate leaders dedicated to
creating positive changes throughout any community. Our vision as SEVA members is to
unleash the potential of SEVA to be catalysts for social transformation in which we actively
build a world where our youth members’ dedication to service ignites a ripple effect of
kindness, inclusivity, and lasting change. As a dedicated SEVA youth member, you will have
many opportune moments to engage in community service, engagement, and mentoring
to create a safe learning space for all individuals and help blossom their learning and
creativity. Our prime goal with SEVA is to enable our youth to become great advocates for
social justice and equip them with the necessary skills to become outstanding leaders in
service and community involvement which will help create everlasting positivity in our
society.
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Balloons

Abligri Chowllury

o A withered little thing
Waiting to be filled with life.
Blow blow blow
Until it starts its journey...

Into the skies,

The clouds and the rain.
Through snow and hail
And wintery skies.
Through ups and down
And ocean tides.
Through night and day
As time flies.

With friends and foes
And birds it never knew.
An endless journey...

Is never really endless.
There’s always a time when time stops,
The balloon pops,
And down you go
Into your bed.

o
=
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Letter to my friend about my trip to
Iceland

5‘1 p[kudi Kapét IO (/lvg O{De

Hey girly! How are you doing? Haven’t talked to you in a while! |
wanted to let you know about my trip to Iceland in 2024 summer. In
fact, book tickets right now for the next holidays! We can go
together to enjoy the beauty of Reykjavik, Iceland. Don’t believe me
yet? Here, | have got some evidence for you!

First off, the Blue Lagoon. It is a naturally heated lagoon, which is right next to a volcano. If
you are scared about getting seared into the lava, then don’t worry. Iceland has some of the
best lava detecting technology. Any who, | know you are OBSESSED with keeping your skin
clean. Guess what? The minerals in Blue Lagoon water have skin benefits for keeping your
skin healthy. It is one of the reasons you should go to Iceland. You ‘Il love the next one.

Second on the list, the weather. | know you like cold weather, so this is a great getaway for
you. Plus, it’s always nice to escape from the SCORCHING Texas heat! The sun never fully
sets during the summer day, so we had the whole day for us to explore.

At Pingvellir National Park, there’s a special line called the continental divide where two
huge pieces of the Earth’s crust meet. This line is like a giant crack between the North

Sharod Anjali — SDKKM Pujo 2024
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American and Eurasian plates. Because of this, Iceland has lots of volcanoes and cool lava
formations, making it a very exciting place to visit!

And then there are these amazing geysers that shoot hot water and steam into the air. We
visited the Great Geysir, it’s fun to watch! Here is a fun fact for you, the word geyser comes
from this famous place. It means to gush or “geysa” in old Icelandic language.

Last, but not least, the yarn! | know you love crocheting, and so do I. Coming from a long
time crocheter, | know the quality of yarn. This Icelandic yarn is made from excellent quality
wool, from Icelandic sheep, which is great for sweaters and accessories. You will love it!

Now do you want to go to Iceland? Told you so! Send me a letter when you buy tickets.
Gotta go, bye!

Painting by Paper craft by
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Spring Branch
Family Dentistry

Dr. Sanjeev Khosla
Dr. Darshani Patel

CONTACT US
@ 1111 Gessner DrSteB
Houston, TX 77055

@ (713) 461-4747
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Painting by
M&! QN‘(%V‘

My name is Neil Sarkar, and I'm a freshman at Klein
Cain High School. I've been drawing since 3rd grade,
and my favorite mediums are graphite and
watercolor! Whenever | feel like I'm losing
motivation, | think back to what got me into drawing
in the first place. It all started when | went to India
during Durga Puja. | remember seeing the bright
lights of all the pandals, and the details of the Maa
Durga statues. Everything about that experience was
magical; the smells, the sights, the sounds. Every
where you looked, there was something going on. |
hope my paintings make you feel the same way | did
as a 6 year old boy!
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Painting by Painting by
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Linoleum cutwork by Lino and wood craft by
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Painting by

Neil Garkear
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ASHOK SANTRA

President
214-435-9221

KINGSHUK CHOUDHURY

Vice President - Operations
713-294-9564

SOM CHAKRABORTI

Vice President - Policy, Fundraising,
Financial Planning and General Secretary
832-510-6521

TANYA BERA

Cultural Secretary President
404-528-4853



