A Sacred Milestone

Murti Pratishtha & Maha Mrityunjaya Yajna at SDKKM Mandir, Houston
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The Shiva Durga Krishna Kali Mandir (SDKKM) in Houston, Texas, marked a momentous chapter in its
sacred journey with a grand three-day celebration of Murti Pratishtha and the Maha Mrityunjaya
Yajna, held from April 10th to 12th, 2026. This auspicious mahotsav — a confluence of divine rituals,
sacred traditions, classical arts, and community devotion — drew hundreds of devotees and families from
across the Houston area and beyond, coming together in the spirit of faith, healing, and celebration.

Under the learned and devoted guidance of the temple's president and chief priest, Pt. Bishnupada
Goswami Ji, this landmark event brought together the sacred installation of the divine deities, a grand fire
ritual of extraordinary scale, and an evening of world-class Indian classical music and dance — weaving
together the spiritual and the cultural in a celebration befitting the sanctity of the occasion.

Day One— April 10 (Friday): Adhivas & The Auspicious Beginning

The festivities commenced on Friday evening with the Adhivas — the sacred preparatory ritual that
sanctifies the space and invokes divine blessings in anticipation of the main ceremonies to follow. The
Adhivasis a deeply significant rite in the Vedic tradition, setting the spiritual tone for the days ahead and
establishing the sacred atmosphere in which the deities are welcomed.

Following the Adhivas, the evening came alive with cultural performances by local artists, bringing
warmth and joyful energy to the community gathering. Devotees and their families shared a festive dinner
together, marking the beginning of a three-day celebration that would only grow more magnificent with
each passing day.

Day Two — April 11 (Saturday): Murti Pratishtha & A Night of Classical Splendour

Saturday was the spiritual heart of the mahotsav — the day of the Murti Pratishtha and Pran Pratishtha,
the solemn and joyful consecration and installation of the divine deities.

In a deeply moving ceremony conducted according to authentic Vedic rites under the guidance of Pt.
Bishnupada Goswami Ji, the divine forms of Lord Jagannath, Lord Balabhadra, and Devi Subhadra
were formally installed and consecrated at SDKKM Mandir. The Pran Pratishtha — literally the "infusion
of life-force" into the sacred murtis — is among the most sacred ceremonies in the Hindu tradition,
transforming sculpted forms into living divine presences that will bless devotees for generations to come.



This ceremony was performed with the collective devotion of 108 ladies and their families, whose
combined Sankalpa (sacred resolve) and participation amplified the spiritual power of the rituals manifold.
The sight of 108 devoted women performing Abhishek and participating in the sacred Yahna was a
profound testament to the community's faith and commitment.

Cultural Evening: A Feast for the Soul

As the evening unfolded, SDKKM presented a Cultural Evening of extraordinary calibre — a concert
featuring some of the finest names in Indian classical music.

Pt. Indrajit Banerjee, the internationally acclaimed Sitar Maestro of the prestigious Maihar Gharana,
graced the stage with his evocative, soul-stirring renditions. Accompanied by the world-renowned Tabla
Maestro Pandit Gourisankar, the instrumental duet was a transcendent experience — the interplay of the
sitar's resonant strings and the tabla's rhythmic precision creating an atmosphere of deep meditation and
celestial beauty.

Dr. Anirban Banerjee, arenowned Hindustani Classical and Devational Vocalist, completed the trio of
headlining artists, his voice carrying the congregation into the very presence of the divine through
bhakti-drenched renditions.

The evening program also featured devotional offerings through dance and voca renditions by very
talented local artists.

Devotees shared a sumptuous lunch and dinner together on Saturday, the communal meals themselves
becoming an expression of the unity and warmth that define the SDKKM family.

Day Three— April 12 (Sunday): The Maha Mrityunjaya Y ajna

Sunday culminated in what was arguably the most awe-inspiring event of the entire mahotsav — the Maha
Mrityunjaya Yajna, a sacred fire ritual of immense power and spiritual significance performed
simultaneously at 108 Homa Kundams (sacred fire altars).

The Maha Mrityunjaya Mantra— addressed to Lord Shiva as the conqueror of death — is among the most
potent mantras in the Vedic tradition, chanted for health, protection, liberation from fear, and divine
blessings. To perform this Yajna at 108 fire atars simultaneously, carried out by 108 participating
families between 9:00 AM and 12:00 PM, was an act of extraordinary collective devotion — a sea of
sacred flames, rising chants, and fragrant offerings ascending heavenward in an unbroken stream of prayer.

The sacred number 108 — revered in Hindu tradition as representing the wholeness of the universe, the
distance of the sun and moon from the earth in their respective diameters, and the number of beads on a
mala— lent deep symbolic meaning to every dimension of this remarkable Y ajna.



Families who registered for the Y ajna Participation Seva received the complete experience — Sankalpa,
Abhishek, full Yajna participation across all three days, four meals, and a complete Y agjna kit — enabling
them to participate with full devotion and without any barrier. The afternoon concluded with a community
lunch, after which devotees departed carrying the blessings of the Y ajnain their hearts.

A Community United in Devotion

What made this mahotsav truly extraordinary was not just the scale or the distinguished guests, but the
spirit of community that animated every moment. Whether it was the 108 ladies performing the Pratishtha
puja with focused devotion, families participating side by side in the Homa, children performing on stage,
or devotees sharing meals together — every element reflected the living, breathing faith of the SDKKM
community.

Pt. Bishnupada Goswami Ji's leadership and scholarship ensured that every ritual was conducted with
authenticity, care, and the full weight of the Vedic tradition. His guidance transformed these three days
into not merely an event, but a genuine spiritual experience — one that will live in the memory of all who
participated and in the blessings that radiate from the newly consecrated murtis of Lord Jagannath, Lord
Balabhadra, and Devi Subhadrafor years to come.

A heartfelt word of gratitude also goes to the countless volunteers who worked tirelessly behind the
scenes — setting up, coordinating, serving, and supporting every aspect of the event with selfless
dedication. Their invisible yet indispensable efforts were the true backbone of this mahotsav, and without
their commitment and love, this grand celebration could not have unfolded as seamlessly and beautifully as
it did.

About SDKKM Mandir

SDKKM — Shiva Durga Krishna Kali Mandir — is a beloved spiritual and cultural institution serving the
Hindu community of Houston, Texas. Located at 16620 Kieth Harrow Blvd, Houston, TX 77084, the
Mandir is dedicated to fostering devotion, cultural heritage, and community service in the spirit of the
ancient Vedic traditions.

Website: sdkkm.org

Email: SDKKM.Houston@gmail.com

Om Tryambakam Yajamahe Sugandhim Pushtivardhanam

Urvarukamiva Bandhanan Mrityor Mukshiya Maamritat



"We wor ship the three-eyed One, who is fragrant and who nourishes and nurtures all beings. Asis the ripened
cucumber freed fromits bondage, may He liberate us from death for the sake of immortality."



